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EXC?i»rTS  FHOM  "RiiCOHDS  OF  JNTERIATIONAL  DIPLOrjiCY’ 

(T.N.;  KOiOJSAl  GAIKC  RCKU) ,  I933,  BY  SUGIMURA,  Yotaro. 

Itorning,  I9  -Sept.  The  Fret  Ifev/s  of  the  Incident. 

At  midnight  of  Sopt.  18,  the  6th  year  of  Shov.'e ( 1931 ) *  Chinese  regular 

troops  destroyed  the  Ilanchurian  Rallney  line  near  Liujabkow  and  this  led 

to  armed  conflicts  betrecn  Japanese  and  Chinese  forces.  The  Japoncso  in.  . 

a  twinkling  captured  North  Talol,  General  Chang  Hsuehllang's  army  base. 

This  first  report  of  the  Ibnchurian  incident  was  flashed  early  on  the 

following  morning  (3  p.m. ,  the  19th,  Tokyo  Tine)  to  iry  residence  in  Genovo, 

the  City  of  Poacc  whore  I  was  one  of  tho  Undor-.9ocrotcrios  General  of  the 

Loeguo  of  Nations  as  Dr.  Nitobe's  successor.  At  the  ixiport  I  stood  aghast, 

realizing  how  grave  tho  situation  wes. 

It  woe  Sakamoto,  a  Joponosc  official  of  tho  Lcaguo  of  Nations 

SecrotailQt  who  brought  tho  report  to  ny  rcaidonco  located  in  a  very  qulot 

Vioma. 

residential  section  near  tho  suburbs  of  '  "  .  Just  at  that  time  tho 

regular  Soptorabor  gonoral  mooting  of  the  Loaguo  was  in  session  and  tho 
rogulcr  Loaguo  of  Nations  Co;:icil  mooting  was  scheduled  for  the  following 
day  Sept,  19.  For  that  rocson  thcro  had  gathorod' in  the  city  moro  than 
twenty  nombors  of  tho  Japanese  Roprcssactativca  Department  of  the  League, 
among  them  was  Japanese  Ftoprosentetivo  of  tho  Lor^uo  Council,  Kenkiohi, 


YOSHIZAV.A,  Japanese  .tobessador  to  France.  I  proi^ptly  made  arrangemonts 
by  phono  for  a  conference  with  Jtr.  YOSillZAT.'A  and  weP9BIidiit}d//^0'wtle^-tlMlattjg/doc/fea82e 
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moQSUrcp  to  meet  the  situation.  Put  it  seemed  that  the  Lbaguo  had  been 


promptly  informed  of  the  incident,  for  almost  at  the  simultaneous  moment 


that  VO  hod  learned  of  the  incident,  li*.  Koneil  (T.N.t  phonetic),  Chief 


of  the  Intelligence  Section  of  the  League  informed  me  by  phone  rather 


exaggeratedly,  the  whole  truth  of  the  incident. 


It  was  quite  natural  that  armed  conflicts  between  Japanese  and  Chinese 


troops  should  constitute  a  problem  for  the  League,  especially  since  it  was 


in  the  midst  of  a  session  at  that  time.  I  realized  at  once  how  grave  was 


my  responsiblity  being  chief  of  the  Political  ^\f fairs  Section  of  the  League, 


and  I  drove  out  at  cncc  to  the  league  Secretariat  on  the  lake,  keeping  in 


contact  with  the  Jnpanoso  roprosontativo  depertnont  at  the  same  time. 


’Then  I  rccoived  the  first  report  of  the  incident,  what  flashed  through 


my  mind  was  the  actions  of  England  v.'hon  dospctchcd  troops  to  Shanghai  in 


1927  to  take  part  in  a  military  action^.  The  relations  between  England  and 


China  at  that  timo  wore  so  strained  that  the  KUomingtang  regime  forces 


finally  seized  the  English  Settlement  of  Hanko^7,  and  the  anti-English 


movement  spread  like  r.’ild  fire  finally  oven  loading  to  endangering  the  livos 


and  property  of  tho  English  residents  in  Shanghai .  .\s  a  result ,  the  English 


irinc  riinistor  Baldwin  boldly  decided  to  despatch  English  troops  to  Shanghai 


both  from  England  and  India  in  order  to  protect  the  English  nationals  living 


there.  Sir.iitancously  with  tho  despatching  of  troops,  ho  sent  a  lengthy 


memorahdum  to  (Sir  Jcnce  Eric)  Druimnond,  Sccrctrjy-Gcnoral  of  tho  Leeguo, 


giving  a.  full  account  of  tho  situation  and  stated  with  emphasis  that  despite 


tho  provisions  of  tho  League  Covenant,  ho  had  no  alternative  than  to  take 


tho  stop  as  a  counter  measure  to  tho  Chineso  acts  of  violence.  To  this,  tho 


League  of  Nations,  permitting  tacitly  tho  English  ass€fe'tieMtP^^'l^'ttlS!tia]ttekl5.org/doc/fea82e/  ■ 
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any  objectionable  stand.  I!o  sooner  vae  England  avoro  of  this  then  she 
purposely  regarded  it  as  the  League’s  tc.cit  oonsont  and  boldly  carried  out 
her  plan.  Tt  vas  a  very  ingenious  diploraatic  move  indeed.  However,  the 
despatching  of  troops  by  England  at  that  time  was  executed  ofter  much 
consultation  by  the  Geverninont  and  vhe  ri  litary  which  thoroughly  deliberated 
the  diplomatic  policies  and  the  suitable  tiinp  of  tneir  execution.  In  short, 
she  carried  out  her  plan  after  a  lo;ig  period  of  preparation.  But  in  the 
case  of  our  I4inchurica  incident,  it  was  an  linoxT.'octod  affair  altogether. 

I  had  alTTays  been  watchful  of  tno  movements  of  General  Chang  Hsuehliang's 
government,  but  little  did  I  imagine  that  such  a  grave  affair  would  break 
out  in  ?fenohuria.  The  first  report  of  the  incident,  herofore,  cams  upon  mo 
os  0  thunderbolt.  England’s  cations  were  a  pro-orrangod  course.  The  cause 
of  this  Kcnchurian  incident  was  c  sudden  occurrence,  which  caught  us 
altogether  unpicpared ,  I  must  admit  frankly. 

Cn  Sept.  19,  at  the  Japanese  representatives '  quarters  at  the  Hotel 
Mstropolo  I  had  a  conference  with  YOi^KIZi.uL ,  Japr.nose  ReproS'cnbctivo  of 
the  Loog’io  Council,  S.'.TO,  ijho'ou,  Japanese  .‘jnprsscdor  to  Belgium,  Setsuzo, 

Si'.T.VJ).’. ,  japenoso  Director  of  tho  loaguo  Secretariat,  and  li’Oi  Jusshi, 

Vice-Diroctor  of  tho  some  and  we  cudgelled  cur  brains  as  It  was  tho  most 
sciious  affair  in  the  thirteen  years  sin'.c  our  country  joined  tho  League  of 
Nations,  '’’o  wondered  what  noasurcs  wo  should  take  towards  tho  League. 

There  *as  no  knovang  what  would  nor'iiolly  develop  out  of  such  an  incident. 

Itoroovor,  unlike  England,  wo  had  not  been  di^ploncticolly  prepored  for  such 
c  CO.  tingoncy,  rnd  wo  took  great  pains  so  to  find  o  way  to  odjust  our 
rolctions  with  tho  Lccgivo,  Tho  opinions  of  all  tho  ropresontatives  wore 

hoard,  and  having  been  agreed  upon  that  it  would  bo  sound  to  procend  by^ 
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localizing  tho  situation,  ve  despctchod  a  report  to  Tol:yo,  stating  in  detail 
the  situation  rrithin  the  Leoguo  and  the  above  views.  Xt  the  nocting  of  tho 
Council  of  the  League  of  Nations  hold  on  tho  19th,  Shih  Chao-chi,  Chinese 

t 

Pepresontativo  stated  that  he  would  present  his  proposal  after  full  details 
wore  reported,  and  our  representatives  also  refrained  from  making  any  detaiL- 
statenents  for  lack  of  information. 

Prime  Minister  V/.'JC'»TSIjKI ,  on  receipt  of  the  reports  both  from  Manchuria 
and  Genova,  called  an  irportant  nootinf;  of  his  Cabinet,  .'.t  least,  as  far  as 
governnont  natters  rcro  concerned,  the  Jaijanoso  Government  at  that  tire 
seenri  to  act  along  tho  linos  suggested  by  us.  But  it  seemed  that  the 
actions  at  tho  outset  of  the  incident  liod  lacked  liaison  between  tho  Tokyo 
Governnent  end  tho  I'cnchuria  based  Japanese  troops,  as  well  as  harronious 
relationship  betv.'oon  tho  latter  end  our  diplomatic  officers  in  Ifcnchuria, 
and  no  adequate  reports  were  furnished  to  Genova,  Therefore,  the  actions 
of  our  troops  in  Ifenchuria  wore  carried  out  ahead  of  tho  policies  taken  by 
our  heno  Governnont,  and,  our  diplomacy  was  put  in  a  subordinate  i)ositlon. 

Such  being  tho  case,  our  diplomatic  officers  wore  so  busy  offering  excuses 
for  the  actions  of  our  troops  that  they  hc.d  hardly  tine  enough  to  enlighten  . 
tho  authorities  of  foreign  countries  with  thoir  author! tetivo  explanations  of 
our  basic  national  principles. 

Thy  the  Japanese  representatives  made  no  appeal  to  the  Loogue  as  England 

f 

did  before,  was  a  question  of  tiro  and  tiro  again  asked  of  our  representative a 
at  tho  League,  but  re  had  no  choice  than  to  reply  that  it  was  an  oltogother 
inposslble  situation  for  us.  Beth  Japanese  and  Chinese  troops,  being 
stationed,  in  Manchuria,  thoir  supreme  commanders  had  always  been  prepared  t'^ 
adopt  emergency  measures  if  need  be.  In  Manchuria  fp?^^nfii]!ppX\^^ffiP-tools.orgM^ 
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the  anti-Joponcso  situotion  hr.d  been  so  intense  thet  it  vjas  like  a  pcx/der 
keg  reedy  to  explode  at  the  slightest  tbuch.  But  no  one  could  foretell  nhat 
proportions  it  would  assume  end  with  what  rapidity  it  would  develop. 
Moreover,  it  was  quite  different  from  the  anti-English  agitation  which 
Bigland  suffered  under  and  against  which  she  steadily  made  preparations. 

It  wos  a  situation  which  had  steedily  been  developing  by  itself,  independent 
of  the  will  of  the  military  authorities  in  Tokyo.  In  short,  it  was  a  case 
in  which  the  situation  had  developed  before  diplomatic  negotiations  could 
be  made.  Was  it  then  possiblo  to  furnish  the  League  with  information 
regarding  the  disposition?  To  toll  the  truth,  tho  real  situation  was  that 
wo  could  not  actively  take  up  the  natter  with  the  loc.guc. 
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CEPTIFICAIE  OF  oOll^CS 


I  hereby  certify  the.t  the  boo!:  hereto  nttachoQ,  trritten  in  Jepareae 
by  SUCITm.;,  Yotero,  consiatins  cf  end  antxtled  'Pecords  of 

Internctlonal  Dlrinrj^.v;*  is  e  bock  irnich  res  bo-gnt  in  1935  ot  Tokyo i  and 
■rThich  hc.s  been  thencox'erth  in  my  custody. 

certified  ct  Toltt’O. 

on  this  day  cf  1947 

CiliiR.M  shinlchi  (seel) 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  signature  end  seal  TJoi'e  affixed  hereto 
in  the  presence  of  the  Titness. 

at  the  sane  place, 
on  the  same  date 

OKO,  Ititsuo  (neal) 

itl'j:3l.‘.ticn  ceftific:.te 

I,  William  F.  Clarko,  of  the  Defense  LangwiSO  Branch,  hereby  certify 
that  the  fore^icing  translation  described  in  the  above  certificate  is,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  a  correct  translation  and  is  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  nooning  of  the  ori^iinal  document. 

/S/  William  E.  Clarke 


Tokyo  Japan 
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